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PREFACE - 


OF THE*” 


PUBLISHER: 


HIS Life of William the 
Conqueror Writ by Sir 

Walter Raleigh was 

found in the Library of a Perſon of 
. High Quality. r bath been 
converſant im the Works of that ac- 
compliſht Knight, and a little ac- 
HEnes with bis great Genzus and 
pirit , and bis manly and unaffefted 
Stile , will make no doubt, but what 
bere 


©, ow 


here Or pifenid wa "Wor 


his genuine "I "WEST: 
Br the andÞtty'> and Pre 
trating thoughts, the lively imagmation, 
> and the mature and exaZt j of 
Sir Walter: Raleigh,” do all mani- 


| feſtly appear in this mall Treatiſe x 
| ' Tt maybe matter of ſome wonder, | -- 
| that a Work filled with ſuch a num- 7 
ber of judicious Refleftions the | a 
| Nature of Government in +1. j 
and ſo many Wiſe Obſervations. rel: & 


ting to the particular State of "our 
own Country ſhould have been thus 
long condemn'd to obſcnrity , bad not 
a1 ill fate attended the learned Com- 
poſitions ,. as. well as the brarve  4- 
Etions of this renowned: hep 
But by what unhappy Accident 

it hath been. bitherto confmed to. Pris 
vary, it" was x thaght) it mul. 

byjury 


— 


- 


que any meer to 
d true Account of the 
n the Firſt, wherem 

| gh 1 matters, and great 
Revolutions happened , and to which 
the Writers of Government and Po- 3h 
licy m our Nation bave very frequent q 
recourſe ; ; 
77; Since (the Tranſaftions of that - 
og unto which they ſo commonly 
appeal , are here related with that 
faithfulneſs "brevity, "and clearnfs, 
that become an Eza#t Hiſtorian. 
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BREVIAR Y 
OF THE 


Hiſtory of Encuand; 


Beginning at the REI GN of 


WILLIAM the I. 
Entitled the Conquerour. 


The Introduttion. 


F ts Intend by the Help of 
God, and your further- 
ance(Right Noble Earl 
of Salisbury) tro write a 

> | Brief Hiſtory of England, from Wil- 

lian I. entitled the — —— to 


the 


Ma. aac: Ws CER Eo; 


2 The Introduttion. 

the End of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth of perpetual Memory : A 
Work difficult, as well!for the Anti- 
quiry, as the Latelineſs of things 
done ; the one bereaving our 
Knowledge of the certain Coun- 
ſels held in the managing of Bu- 
ſinefſes fo long paſt; the other not 
allowing our Underſtanding the 
inward, and particular Motives of 
ſ\uch Actions,as are ſonear us. Yet 
according to myColleCtions out of 
thoſe antient Remains thar are lefc 
unto the World, and the Confer- 
ences, Acts,and Inſtruments of lat- 
ter Times,l will deliver the Succef- 
ſion, and courſe of our Afﬀairs, ins 


 ſomuch as ſhall be fit for the pub- 


lick Underſtanding, without pal- 

ſion, or partiality ; endeayouring 

'0 be of no other fide; then 
Truth, 


- 


ATI" Lava 
Trath,as icſhall appear co myAp. 
prehenlion.  _ 

| $2. And though + hada De- 
fice to have deduced this Hiſtory 
from the Beginniug of our fult 
Kings, as they are delivered in 
their Catologue ; yer finding their 
Actions uncertainly delivered,and 
the Beginning of all eminent Stares 
to be as uncertain, as the Heads of 
great Rivers,and that idleAmtiqui- 
ty, diſcovering no Apparent Way 
beyond their T imes, have ever de- 
lighted co point Mea out into i- 
maginary Tracts of Fiftions, and. 
monſtrons Originalls ; I did pur off 
tharDelire wich thisConfideration, 
that this ſpace of five hundredyears, 
which che Government of twenty 
Kings,and two Soveraign Queens, 
was more than cfiough for my 
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4 The Introduftion. 
and Ability ; weighing withal , 
that it is but our Curiolity to look 
further back into the Times paſt, 
than we can well diſcern, and 
wherof we can neither have Proof 
nor Profit. Beſides, it ſeemeth 
that God in his Providence hath 
bounded our Searches within the 
Compals of a ſew Ages, as if the 
ſame were ſufficient, both for 
Example, and Inſtruftion in the 
Government of Men : For had 
we the particular Occurrents of 
all Nations, and all Ages, it might 
more ſtuff, but not betrer our 
Underſtanding. We ſhall find the 
ſame Correſpondenciesro hold in 
the Attions of Men ; Vertues 
2nd Vices the ſame ; though ri- 
ling and falling according to the 


Worth, or Weakneſs of Gover- 


nors ; 


The Introduftion. 5 


nors ; the Cauſes of the Ruins,and 
Changes of Commonwealths to 
be alike, and the Train of 
Afairs carried by the Precedent in 
a Courle of Succeſſion under like 
Figures. - % 

F 3+ But yer, for chat this. 
Chain of Aﬀairs hath a link of De- 
pendency.to the former Times, 
it ſhall not be amiſs, briefly co 
repeat the three Mutations in the 
State foregoing this laſt Conqueſt, 
{fince the Time that Letrers and 
Chriſtianicy were here received , 
which leſt more certain Know- 
ledge of Things done, though. 
nor in that ſort, as we can aſlured- 
ly learn, either che Form of che 
Briteiſh Government under their 
Kings, or by what Rule,they held 
rogether ; whether theirPetcy 

B 3 Preaxes 
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6 The IntroduFtion. 

Princes (whereof they-had many) 
were (ubje& ro one Monarch, or 
all Soveraignalike ; whether any 
parties did Cantonize,or were free 
Eſtates, or Common-wealths, as 
peradventute they might be, as 
well as the Gaulcs, with whom 
they were one in Language, or 
the Germans,antient Precedents of 
like Liberties. For no doubt, the 
ſame Necellity chat is the Mother 
of Society, and Contriyer of Mens. 


Defenc:s, and Safeties, finds our 


like Forms of Government, in like 
times, upon like Occaſions. Bue 
inſomuch, as is dclivered in theſe 
uncertain Antiquities, we find, 
this Iſle was never, or never long 
ſubje& to one fentire Monarch, 
but ruled by divers Kings. 

F 4. And fo Ceſar found it ; and 

_ . thereby 
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The Introduftion. '”7 
thereby found the eaſter Means to 
ſubdue it; whichwas the firſt Diſ- 
ſolution ofthe State, after it had re- 
mained under the Government of 
the Brittons(as ſay our Stories)one 
thouſand and fixty years, from 
Brutns to Caſſibalan. And yetthe 
State then fſeem'd by this Con- 
queſt, toloſe little, beſides their 
Savage Liberty, being reduced to 
a Civil Subje&tion ; For the Van- 
quiſher ſought not coextirpate the 
Nation, but to maintain and im- 
prove it. And under this Goyern- 
ment it remained almoſt five hun- 
dred years, until che Diviſion of 
the Roman Empire in the time of 
Theodoſms ;* when it became neg; 
lected, and recovered again the 
State of a Kingdome under Prin- 
ces partly Britiſh, and partlyRo- 
mans z 


| 8 The Introduttion. | 


mans, which by reaſon of continu 
al Tumults and Murinies, ſeemed 
never to have held any, calmor 
flouriſhing Government worthy 
the obſerving ; and in the end Yor- 
* Convall.Bede 1, tigern an Earl ofthe 
14: * Guiſſes, abuſing the 
Weakneſs of Can/tantius ſupplanted 
him, and obtained che Kingdom : 
which the better to keep againſt As. 
relius and Pendragon,the Sons of Con- 
ſtantius, and allo to oppole againſt | 
che Invalion of the Pi&ts and Scots 
he called in the Saxons to his Aid. 
I5. Who entring this Land 
under the Conduct of Hengijt and 
4 Horjns, gave the occaſton of the 
| ſecond, and indeed the moſt ab- 
ſoluce Diſſolution of the State. For 

| Vartigern, to eſtabliſh the King- 
L dome in his own Line, and ( as 


he 


 +4._£A_<Aht 


” .. Vol th 
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he thought: ro ſtrengthen him- 
ſelf with theſe Strangers, took ico 
Wife * Renix, the daugh- , | 
ter of Hengift, ( his own 
Wife living : ) and by.his dotage 
on her, being a beautiful Lady, 
who knew to take the advantage 
of his love, gave the Saxons thoſe 
Preferments in the State, as the 
Brittons, neglected by him, ſoon 
became a prey unto them : This 
Alliance, and the Fertiliry of the 
Land, letcing in ſo many of this 
populous, and Warlike Nation, 
that e're Men ſcarce perceived 
their danger, they were undone : 
And notwithſtanding the Com- 
bination of the Britiſh Nobiliey, 
with the depoſing of Yortigern,and 
EleQing King his Son YVortimer, a 
yaliant Prince, who gaye them 
many 


Rowena. 
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many ſtout Battles ; yet could 
they not prevail againſt the Sax- 
ons thus eſtabliſhed, bur were 
forced to quit their Country, and 
betake themſelves ro remote 
Mountains, and Deſerts, leaving 
All co the Inyaders ; Who after 
many Fortunes, dividing the Land 
into ſeven Kingdomes, extingii- 
ſhed both the Religion, Language, 
andeven the Name thereof. Andin 
thisHeptarchy ic continued,till Ey- 
bert,K. of the W:ſt-Sazons, An.828. 
beingthree hundred fifty years after 
cheir, Entrance, ſubduing the other 
Kings, obtained the whole Domi- 
nion to himſelf; And to raze out 
the Memory of a Diviſion Cauſed 
by an Edi& the whole Kingdome 
tro becalled Fngland, of the An- 
ples, a people, that poſleſt the 

middle 


The Iutroduftion. 
middle pare of this Iſland. 
F 6. But neicher he, nor his 
Succeſlors quietly enj oyed i it : For 
the Danes, having been firſt called 
in to aid theKing "at Nerthunhberland 
a hotter Kings, ſorely in- 
the Land ; and combining 
themſelyes with the Welch, and 
Scots prevailed fo much, char from 
che raign of King Britric, Ano ; 87. 
they continued to affli the ſame 
| the ſpace of two hundred fifry five 
years ; and in the End by the neg» 


ligent, and ill Government of 
King Ethelred, whoſe Luxury, and 
Oppreſlion had made way for Di- 


viken, they Ne abſoluce _ 
minion of: ngdom , 

held ir ewenty fix m_ ues: 
of their Kings ſucceſſively, Ca- 


nutus governed it ewenty y"_ 
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12 The IntroduFtion. ; 
and left it to Harold who raigned [nh 
two years. Canutus the ſecond 
ſucceeded his» Brother Harold, Þþjs | 
and. at a. Banquet at Lambeth, ei» yiſc 
ther by Surfeic or Poiſon died in [anc 
the Second year of his Reign: JGo 
When ftreight che People of the [hi 
Land, by a ſudden and general Je 
Maſlacre, redeemed themſelves ar 
from that odious' Yoke of a Fo» flint 
reign Subjeftion, which was held Jprj 
to be the Third Diflolution of this [Na 
State, Bur' 1 cannot ſee, how it f;ea 
ſhould be ſoaccounted, ſeeing that wa 
this Canutus, never altered the Gor fleac 
vernment; but embraced the ſame 
Religion , maintained che Laws [to 
he found, and added many Con» | of 
ficutions for the good; of the [Fo 
Kingdom... And ta \get:into the B pa; 
People's afledtions, he married 

: Emma 


1, ſometimes Wiſe x0- King 
Tthelred, and daughter © Rich 
Duke of Normandy ; to 1 


is better ſtrength, he bad ' likes 
wiſe given his Siſter to Wife # 
And then the ſhort Time of the 


Government in the Succeſſion of 
his two Sons ſeems not to have 
bred any great Alteration in the 


ſtare of the Kingdome; buc onely 
in the Change of on of the 
Prince, and the pritmenr'of his 


Nation before ours ;' which; by 
reaſon of the long” forcgoitg 
wars, were made incompatible of 
each other: 

F 7. Buryerthis gave the Cauſe 
to that great, and laſt Mutation 
of Stare, .cfleted by rhe Narman. 
For King* , to make his 
party good againſt che Invaſion of 
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" The IntreduFtion. 
the Danes, combined himſelfwich 
Richard Duke of Normandy, mar- 
"Tied his Siſter Emma, and by her 
had Iſſue, Edward akeer King of 
England, intitled the Confeſſor ; who 
with his Brother were there 
brought up out of the dangers 
of the Wars, and by the aſſiſtance 
of the Duke reconveyed over, at- 
ter the death of the laſt Canutus, 
and here inveſted in the Kingdom. 
For which Offices of Kindneſ 
divers Preferments were in way | 
of Gratifacation, beſtowed on the 
Normans ; as the Archbiſhoprick 
of Cariny, and other auiel 
Places and Dignities Eccleſiaſtical, 
in a manner throughout the whole 
Land ;. which . prepared an ea- 
lier paſſage for the loriba follows 
ing; when the death ſthigocd 
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The hurodufhion. 


King Edward withour Iſſue to 
__ left the Succeſſion dou 
or elſe by the Iniquicy of rimes 
made it ſeem ſo. For Edgar fur- 
named Atheling, ſonne of Edward 
the Son of King Edmond Ironſide, 
had his Claim n egleed ; Either 


in reſpect of his Yo + which yet 
was no Barr to his phe ? or for 
want of Means, and power ts 


oppoſe againſt the amnbiion of 0- 
thers; who havigg ſWaicd the For- 
rune of the time, under an cafie- 
natured Prince, had Opportunity 
enough te work for themſelves : 
Alkhough the Worthieſs of his 
Grandfather, ſhewed in the De- 
ſence of his Country, 'might ſeem 
to deferve to have his Iffue re- 
membred their Right. 

F8. Bot the Earl Godwin what 


in 
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| The Introduftion. 

in reſpeft, that King Fdward 
had matched with his Daughter, 
and what with his own Greatneſs, 
and popularity, having long ma» 
naged the State of the Kingdome, 
made the Aſcent eafie for Harold 
his Son to. get up to the Crown ; 


and by ing the right Line 
of Succeſſi lled up Deſtruci- 
on, and Milery , both upon his 


own Race, and the whole King- 
dome, For 'thaygh Harold had a 
ſhew of Title, $ being the Son 
Gita fiter ts Of T hira , fiſter to Canu- 
Smaio. Dan. tur King of England ; yet 
ſeeing all the Land had received an 
Oath upon the Maſlacre, and ex- 
pulſion of the Danes, never to 
have any King of that Nationto 
raign over them, it migbt ſeem 
no lawful Claim. But yet the Fa- 

vour 
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your of the people, which both 
hisperſon, and Valour had gotten, 
with the Neceſlicy of che Time 
that required a Man of Spirit, and 
Courage, to undertake the bur» 
den of war, and the Trouble, 
which the World ( they ſaw ) was 
like togrow into, caſt it upon him, 
with hope to keep out the Miſery 
of a foreign Subjetion, and the 
Inſolency of Strangers. 

F 8. Burthe whole Courſe of 
things being overcaſt and ſer for 
Storms, and Alteration, could 
not by any providence of Men be 
prevented. Though this new 
King ( who isſaid to have crown- 
ed himſelf ) uſed all the Means, 
chat a wile, and valiant Prince 
could do, both for the well or- 
dering of the State, and all p- 

C viſions 


18 The Intro 
viſions for defence ; yer the diſ- 
joinred Aﬀections of Men , tend» 
ing to their ' private Ends, and 
working ſeveral Wayes to get up 
to their Hopes, either lefc che Ship 
of the State, which contained them 
all, rothe mercy of the Waves, 
and every Man caſt to fave him- 
ſelf, where the greateſt likely- 
hood of Maſtery appeared ; or 
elie diltrafted with the Terror of 
the approaching Miſchief, failed in 
their Spirits, and courage to with- 
ſtand it ; For che Diligence of 
Men becomes often daſhe with 
their Fear in publick Tumuks, 
and with the very Cogitation of 
the Evil ro come. 

F 9: And the firſt Man which 
beoan to afflict his new. Governs 


ment , was his own younger 
Brother, 


The Introduftion: 
Brother, Tofty; who for 
a former conceived Ha- 
tred, was ealily fer ofr by the Duke 
of Normandy; and Baldwin Earle of 
Flanders, ( whoſe Da uphter he 
had married”) to aflail the Iſle of 
Wight, and to prepare the Way 
for the great After-work intend- 
ed. And having done much 
Miſcheif on the Coaſt of Ker, 
Harold with a ſtrong Navy for- 
ced him ro draw towards the 
North parts ; where ſecking to 
Land; he was repulſed by the 
:arls Morcar, and Edwin, and for- 
ed tolook Aid of the Scots, and 
frer of the King of Norway, 
vhom he induced 'ro invade this 

ingdom ' with great ſtore of 
Jen, and Shipping. Thefe lan» 
ding at Timouth, and diſcomfit- 
G3 Ing 
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20 The Introdution. 


ing their firſt Encounterers, mar- 


ched into the heart of England |. 


without Reſiſtance. But being 
come near to Stamford, King Ha- 
rold with a mighty army met 
them ; and aſter long Fight, with 
the Loſs of much Bloud, and his 
beſt Men, he finiſhed that Action 
with the Death of Toſty, and the 
King of Norway. 

10. But from hence was he 
called with his wearied, and brok- 


en Forces to a more fatal Buſineſs 


in the South. For now William 
Duke of Normandy , pretending a 
Right, ro the Crown of England, 
both by the Teſtament of the late 
King Edward, and alſo by Paren- 
rage ; upon the Advantage of 
the Time, and the Disfurniſh- 


ment of thoſe parts, Landed at 


Haſtmgs ; 
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The Itroduftion. 21 
Haſtings; Near to which Place was 


1 Foughtthar bloudy Battle, where- 


in Harold Yalianty Fighting amidſt 
his Enemies, Ended his Life, 
and*Reign, which was ſcarce of. 
one Year ; and the Engliſh, with 
the loſs of 20000. Men, and the 
Flower of the Kingdom , became 
the miſerable Prey of che Nor- 
mans. 

F 14. But how fo great a 
State as this, could be wich one 
Blow ſubdued by ſo ſmall a Pro- 
vince in ſuch ſort, as it could ne- 
ver after come to make any gene- 
ral Head againſt the Conqueror, 
may ſeem ſtrange , and conſide- 
rable : But the Circumſtances, 
with the Diſpoſition of that Time, 
as 'may be Colleted from the 
Writers, that lived near it, may 

C 3 ſome- 
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ſomewhat , though not altoge- 


ther ſatisfy us in chat point. © For 
they 1ay, the People of the King- 
dom were (by their being ſecure 
from their Foreign Enemies che 
Danes, and their long Peace 
which had held in a manner from 
the Dcath of Edmond Ironſide, the 
ſpace of fifty Years, ) grown 
negle&tive of Arms, and generally 
debauched with Luxury and Idle» 
neſſle ; The Clergy licentious, 
and only Literatura tumultuaria con- 
tenti, Schole , non Vvite diſcebant, 
ſairh Malmesbury ; the Nobility 
given to Glutrony , Venery, and 
Oppreſſion ; the Common fort 
ro Drupkennels and all Diſorder. 
And they ſay. that in the laſt 
Action of Harold at Stamford, the 
brzvelt Men periſhed: And himſelf 

| growing 
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growing inſolent after the Victo- 
ry , retaining the Spoils withouc 
Diſtribution ro the Souldiers, 
made them diſcontent , and un- 
ruly ; Or peradventure being not 
inured to be *Commanded by 
Martial Diſcipline , they were of 
themſelves unmanageable ; and 
that coming to the Battle of Ha- 
ſtings with many mercenary Men, 
and a diſcontented Army, there 
was not that Valour, and Reſo- 
lution ſhewed, as was meet in 
ſo important an Occaſion. Be- 
lides, the Normans had a peculiar 
Miljeia, or Fight with Bowes 
and Arrowes, wherein they 
were Excellently practiſed ; and 
the Engliſh, unacquainted with 
that Weapon ,- were alcogether 
unprovided for that Defence. 

C 4 And 
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24 The Reign of 
And thus they excuſe rhe ſhame 
of our Nation. 
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F 12. Y theſe Advantages 

William, the bale 
Son of Rotert, Duke of Normande, 
having gotten the ViRory in the 
Battle near Haſtings, Marched 
without any oppoſition towards 
London ; Where the Earls Edwin, 
and Morcar Brothers of eminent 


Fer Dignity; 
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William the Firſt. 25 
Dignity and Reſpe&t in the 
Kingdona, laboured with all 
their Power in ſolliciting the Peo» 
ple for the Conlervation of the 
State ; And to have Eſtabliſhed 
dear Etheling, next of the Royal 
Iflue in the Soveraignty , where- 
unto the reſt. of the Nobilicy had 
likewiſe conſented, had they not 
ſeen the Biſhops averſe, or was» 
vering. And all Men gene- 
rally, tranſported with Fear, or 
corrupted with new Hopes, run- 
ing from themſelves, and their 
endanger d Country , and ftri- 
ving who ſhould be firſt co encer- 
tain the preſent Fortune, ſought 
to preoccupate each other. For 
ſtreight upon his Approach to 
London the Gates was fer all open; 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
SR ET 


26. The Reign of 

Stigand with other Biſhops, the 
Nobilicy, Magiſtrates,and People, 
all rendred themſelves, and their 
Obedience unto him ; and he, re- 
curning plauſible Promiſes of his 
furure Goverment, was within 
a ſhort Time afrer Crowned at 
Weſtminſter by Aldred Archbiſhop 
of York; for that Stizand was not 
held Canonically lnveſted in that 
See, and yet was thought to have 
been a principal Adherent to this 
Enterprile, 

F 13. Here( according to the 
accuſtomed Form ) in his Coro- 
nation, the Biſhops and Barons 
of the Realm took their Oath to 
be his true and Loyal Subjedts ; 
and he reciprocally being requi- 
red thereunto by the Archbiſhop 
of ork made his perſonal Oath 

before 
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before the Altar of Saint Petgy v0 
defend the holy Church of God 
and the ReGors of the ſame ; to 
govern the univerlal people ſub- 
je&t unto him juſtly ; with. care 
to eſtabliſh equal Laws, for che 
preſervation of Juſtice, and up- 
right Judgment to be uſed a- 
oy —_—_ and taking Ho- 

es for his more Security, and 
Order for the Defence, and Go- 
vernment of his Kingdome. 

F 14. Art the opening of the 
Spring then next following he re- 
turns into Normandy ; ſo to ſettle 
his Afﬀairs there, as they might 
not diſtract him from his Bu- 
ſinels in England, which re. uired 
his whole powers. And to I-ave 
all ſure behind him, he commitr- 
ted the Rule of the Kingdom i 

1S 
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high bſence to Odo, Biſhop of Bay- 
eux, his half-Brother by the Mo- 
thersſide, and to his cozen Fitz* 
Oſborn, whom he had made Earl 
of Hereford : taking with him the 
chieteſt Men, Natives, of the 
State, who were likelieſt co be 
Heads to a Revolt ; as the Arch- 
Biſhop Stigand lately diſcontented, 
Edgar Athelmg a Titular, Edwin and 
Morcar, with many other Biſhops 
and Noblemen. In his Abſence, 
which was all that whole Sum- 


mer, nothing was here attempt- 


ed againſt him,bur only that Edric, 
furnamed the Forreſter, in the 
County of Hereford, called in the 
Kings of the Welch to his Aid, 
and Forraged onely the remote 
Boders of that Country. The reſt 
of the Kingdome ſtood quiet, ex- 

- pecing 


petting what would 
that _ World ; whereir 
yet, they found no great Alrep 
on, cheir Lawes S. Liberties re 
maining ſtill the ſame, they Is 
and might hope. by this Acce 
fion s a2 new Province, the 
State of England would be inlarged 
in Dominion abroad, and nor im- 
paired in profit at home ; by rea- 
{on the Nation was bat frall? and 
being a — not over- , 

peopled ey were not 
We ro NT D—_ 

I King now grown to 
this S 1. ſoo go pr Eftate 
in Normandy, which in his Youth 
he had alwayes found turbulenc 
within, and overhardly neigh- 
boured , and ſecured him 
of that ſide of the World ; where- 


in 
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it he was much adyantaged bythe 


"Time. For Philip che tirſt, chen 


King of France, was a Child; 
whorotherwiſe would never have 
ſaffered the Normans, being fo 
ſtubborn, and Ilmle affetionate 
to that' Crown, to have grown 
ro ſach Greatneſs ; and befides, 
was under the Curature of Baudo- 
vin Ear} of' Flanders, ( his Uncle 
by the Mother; ) whoſe Daugh- 
ter King Wiliam*of England had to 
wife, which *Alliance indeed 
gave him the greateſt Means to 
his Con:;ueſt. Beſides, he had 
made the Pope moſt ſure unto 
him; by prom: ſing if hee tubdued 
this Kingdome, to hold it of the 
Church ; for which Alerander p+ 
pon his emerprize ſ{enchim a Bans 


ner, and a Hair of Saint Peter. He- 


held 


William the Firſt. 34 

held ſtrict Amity alſo with the 
Princes of France, that bordered 
upon him, and might interrupt his 
Afﬀairs ; as with the Earls of Anjou, 
Poiftou, Main, Ponthieu, Bologne, 
and others; to every one of whom 
he had promiſed Lands in England 
upon their Aids lent him. And 
ro keep fair with tlie State of 
France in general, ingaged 
himſelf co their King co hold this 
Kingdome from him, "god ro do 
him homage for the ſame ; by 
which means he ſo ſtrongly under. 
ſet himſelf as made his Fortune 
ſuch as it was. 
F 16. And now having diſpoſed 
iis Aﬀairs in Normandy ; he re- 
urns towards Winter into En» 
land *; Where:he was to fatishe 
hree ſorts of men, Firſt the _—_ 
cia 
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cial Adventurers in the Action;Ses 
condly thole of his own People, 
whole Merits or Nearneſs deſerved 
Recompence ; whereof che Num- 
ber being ſo great , many muſt 
have their - Expectations Fed, 
though not fatisfi-d ; Thirdly 
the People of this Kingdom, by 
whom hemuſt now fubſiſt. For 
being noet' able with his own 
Nation ſo to People the ſame, 
as to defend it, if he ſhould 
proceed to a general Extirpation | 
of the Natural lohabiranes , hel 
was likewiſe to give them Satis-| ( 
fattion : Wherein he had more| ; 
rodo than in his Battle at Haſtmgs;| þ 
ſeeing all Remunerations with] þ 
diſcharge of Monies muſt be| 

A 


raiſed eur of the Stock ofche King 
dom, ( which could not be plea 


= 


{ing co the Stace iri general. ) And 
all Preferments, and Dignirics 
tonferred on his, muſt be either 
by Vacancies, or diſplacing 
others ; which-needs muſt breed 
very feeling Grievances in patri- 
cular; And yet we find no great 
Men thruſt our of their Rooms, 
buc ſuch as pur: themſelyes our, 
by their Revoking after his E- 
ſtabliſhment in.the Crown. 

; F I7. In the ſecond © AP 
Year of his Reign noEx- | 
action was made to raiſe 'T rea- 


-| ſare for theſe SatisfaCtions : fo that 


it ſeems he contented himſelf, and 
his, for che time, only with what 
he found here ready ; and with 
filling up, their Places, who were 


1 ſkipan theſe two laſt Battles ,” gr 
1 fled; (as many were.) our 
| D 


of che 
Ring: 


» 


The Geigs 
Kingdom with che Sons of Hareld, 


Buc _ ſþ Nobilicy, incom- 
patible b-6/4 new Concurrents, 


34 


found notwithſtanding a Diſpro- / 


portion of Grace, and a darkning 
of their Dignities by the Incerpo- 


ſition of ſo many, as muſt needs 
leflen their Light. And doubting 
daily to be more impaired in Ho- 
nour, and Eſtate, all the Chiefeft 
ofthem conſpired, and fled ; ſome 
into Scotland, forme into Denngk, 
totry, if by Aid from abroad 
they might recover themlelyes, 
and their Greatneſs again at 
home. | 

F 18. Amongſt theſe the Cheif- 
eſt was Edyar Atheling , ( incitled 
EFnglands Darling , with ſhewed 
the Peoples Zeal to his Bloud;;' 


and with him (beſides his Mothee- 


" 


=_ 
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Hgatha, and his two Siſters, Chri- 
ſte, and Margaret, ) fled the Earls 
Edwin and Morcar, Marleſwin, 
Hereward, Goſpatric , and Siward, 
and ſhorcly” aker Stigand, and 41- 
dred, the ewo Arch-Biſhops, wich 
many other Noblemen, and di- 
vers of the - Thoſe; 
that fled into Scotlaud , were all 
Hoſpicably received of King Mal- 
colm ; whoni it concerned to look 
to his own, his Neighbour's 
Houſe being thus on Fire ; and 
ro {uccour a Party againſt ſo dan- 
gerous an Incommer : Which 
made him not only co entertain 
them, but to enter League with 
them for the Publick ſatety. And 
ro combine himſelf che more 
firmly, he Matried Margaret, the 
Siſter of Edgar, by whom the 

D 2 Bloud 


Bloud of our antieme Saxon Kings 
was conjoyned with the Norman 
in Henry the Second, and ſo be- 
came Engliſh again. 

H - ow, Noblemen, with 

the Aid of the Scots, and 
| Danes, in the third year 
of this King's Reigr: raiſed great 
Commorions in the North be- 
yond Humber,and wrought very va- 
liancly themſelves to recover their 
loſt Country. Bur now it being 
too late, and the Occaſion not 
taken, before che ſettling of the 
Government, whileſt it was new, 
and brandling, they prevailed 
nothing , but gave Advantage to 
the Conqueror to: make himſelf 
more then he was, for all Con- 
ſpiracies of Subje&ts, that ſucceed 
not, advance the Soveraignty : 


Anno 7 


And 


William the Firſt. 237 

And nothing gave Root to the 
Normans planting here more, then 
the petty Revolts made by ſcarte- 
red Troops in ſeveral parts, begun 
withour Order, and weakly 
ſeconded without Reſolution ; 
whereas nothing could be done 
for the general Recovery , bur 
by the general riſing of the People, 
which ſeldom we lee to happen. 
| And for this the new King had 
taken good Order : Firlt by 
dilarming them z. then by for- 
bidding them Aſſemblies, and all 
ſecret Intercourſe upon heavy Pe- 
nalties ; that every Man at the 
cloſing of the Day , by the Warn- 
ing of a Bell, ſhould cover his 
 IFire, andgo to bed; by making 
; [chem to be bound Pledges one for 
another, to anſwer for their O- 
D 3 bedience 
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38 The Reign of 
bedience and Loyalty ; by buil- 
ding divers Fortreſſes in ſeveral 
parts of the Kingdom , to awe 
the Country , and to hold them 
in, with many ſuch like provi- 
{10ns. 

F 20. So that theſe Lords, 
though they did, as they might, 
hold him doing in} the North, 
and imbroil themſelves in an 
unſucceſsful Buſineſle, yet he 
having all the South ſerrled under 
his Power , with well pradtiſed, 


and prepared Forces , could not 
but needs tire and conſume them 
in the end ; and in the mean 
Time inveſt the Normans in their 
Rooms , and poſſeſſions , forfei- 
ted by this Attempe : As the 
Earldom, and all the Lands, 
which Edwin held in Torkſhire, 


wcre 
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were given to Almus Earl of 
Brittain, his Nephew ; the Arch- 
biſhoprick of Corterbury, conferred 
on Lanfraxc an Italian ; That of 
York on Thomas, his Chaplain, 
a Norman; and ll the reſt het 
of he Clergy, and others, which 
fled, and were out, had likewilc 
cheir Places fupplied by Nor- 
mans. 

F 21. And now the King 
having appealed the Commotion 
in the Weſt, where the Sons of 
Harold had landed witch Forces 
out of Ireland, and Wales, and 
alſo repreft the Rebellion of 
Oxford, he takes his Journy in 
Perſon Northward with all Ex- 
pedition ; leaſt the Enemy there 
ſhould grow too great'in Hearr, 
and Opinion, by che Defeat of 

D 4 his 
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his Lieutenant with 700 Normanz 
at Durham, and the'great Slaugh» 
ter of his People made at ork. 
Where , at his firſt coming ; he 
ſo wrought , as he.corrupted'the 
Generals of the Danes with Mony, 
and ſent them well cqntemed 
away ; and then-ſet upon the Ar- 
my of the Earls, weakened both 
in Strength and Hope, by this 
Departure of their Confederates, 
and put them to Flight : Which 
done, he utterly waſted, and laid 
deſolate all chat goodly Country, 
berween Jork and Durham , the 
ſpace of Sixty Miles, that it might 
be no more a Succeur to the Re- 
volter. And the like Courſe he 
uſed on all the Caaſts:, where 
any certainLandings were known, 
thereby to prevent Inyaſipns ; and 
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ſo returned ro London ; whete he 
ſcized wito his Hands all the Plate, 
Jewels, and Treaſure within all 
the Monaſteries of England ; pre- 
tending chat the Rebels, and 
their Adiſters, had conveyed their 
Riches into theſe Religious 
—_— as into Places Priviledg- 

ed, and free from Seizure, to 


defraud him of it. 


$ 22. Moſt of the Loygds, 


after this great Defeat in che 
North, came in ppon Publick 
Faith giyen them, 2nd were con- 
ducted to Barkamſtead by the Ab- 
bot Frederick. Where ſome write, 
chat the King again took a pers» 
__ Oath before the Archbi. 

op Lanfranc, and the Lords, tg 
=_— the Antient Laws of the 
Realm Eſtabliſhed by his Noble 


Pre» 


Ar 


a Te Remef 

Predeceſlors,the Kings of Eygland; 
and eſpecially choſe of Saint 
Edward : And all che Lords, upot 
their Oath, and ſubmiſſion, were 
then reconciled unto him, and 


thereupon held themſelyes quiet 


for a Time. But whether it 
were , that they found not their 
Entertainment ſach , as they ex» 
pected; or that they had recei- 


ved Intelligence of new Hopes | 


from abroad ; or that Fde«r, who 
was till in Scotland, had follicited 
them upon Promiſe of freſh Suc- 


cours to aid him ; or howſoever }. 


ic was ; many of chem again 
Conſpired,contrary to theirOaths, 
and went out. The Earl Edwm, 
making towards Scotland , was 
Murthered by his own People by 
the way. The Earls Morcor, 

and 
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and Hereward, betook them to the 
Ile of Ey ; meaning. to make 
good that Place for that W ner ; , 
whither alſo' came ' the Eatl 
Siward, and the Biſhop of Dur 
bam our of Scotland, - But! the 
King, who was no Time giver 
to growing Dangers , beſet all 
the iſle with flat Boats on the 
Eaft, and made a Bridge of a 
Mile long on the Welt, and fa- 
. foly brought in his People upen 
the Enemy ; who ſeeing' them- 
ſelves ſurpriſed, yielded; them-all = 
to the King's Mercy; Except He- 
reward , ( a man- of greav Yalour 
and Courage) who with his 
Souldiers made a Retreat through 
the Fenns, and Eſcaped into Scot- 
land. The Reſt were ſent to di- 
yers Priſons, where they died, 


or 
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ar remayned during the King's 
Life. 

F 23- We find, that thoſe 
Lords, who remained Loyal 
upon their laſt Submiſſion, were 
all imployed, and well graced 
by the King : As Edric the For- 
reſter, that was the firſt Revolter 
in his Reign, was held in cſpe- 
cial Favour, and Truſt near about 
him ; Goſpatric was made Earl of 
Northumberland , and ſent againſt 
Makolm, who in this time takes 
Advantage to ſubdue the Coun- 
tries of Tiſdall, Cleveland, and 
Cumberland. Waltheof , the Son 
of the Earl Siward, he fo highly 
Eſtemeed, as he Married him to 


his Niece Judith ; Though he 


were a Principal Actor in. this 
laſt Commatign ,_ and jn the De- 
ſence 


"wy 
4'* fa 


hier, and is (a , £O have tric ol. 
en off the Heads of divers ans. 
one by one, as they entred upory 
a Breach , to the great Admirs- 
tion of all Men : By which Va- 
lour of his, he ranſomied the Of- 

| fence he had made, and grew to 
that great Grace with the King ; 
who therein ſhewed a Noble, 
and Magnanimous Nature, to 
honour Vertue w in his Ene- 
mies. . * FRO" 

F 24-And now there reſted no- 
ching, for the general Quieting of 
the Kingdom , bur only che Sup- 
preflion of Malcolm King of Scots, 
the greateſt Kindlefire of all 
theſe Conſpiracies in the North 
) [parts, andthe only Refuge for 
* 'Jall, chat were diſcontented and 
mutinous 
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bach by Sea, and Land, as Mal- 
cob. racher then to adventure 
Bale, was content to make his 
Peace ; and not only es give up 


bur alſo to do him Homage for 
the Kingdom of Scotland. And (o 
PS all bis Home-Wars were 

" * ended = 6. Sa- 

ving only in{A&wmo 15. he levied 
a Puiſſant Atmy, ko ſubdued 
Wales ; which Bulineſs held him 
not long. For the Reſt of his 
Goverament here, he had no 
more to do here with the Sword, 
though he had ic always abroad 
during his whole Reign. 


F 25. Now for' he w_ 


he might have of che great M 


' the King led fuch oo RD 


for (ecdfing che ſame, 


i 0 Q nsYr DV 


ks. WU ©@ ww the fc 


- 4.0 


\% 


milon of Edpar . 
who Anno 7. was reſto» © 7 
red into Grace, and had a fair 


_ 
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or Leve were apteſt > tb 
taken away. Firſt by che Sub» 
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two Earls Normans ,- with Wat 
theof , and divers Engliſh, Plotted 
to call in the Danes again, and 
to-make away the King :. Upore 


- which Diſcovery, chey were all 


apprehended ( except the Eart 
6f Norfolk, who fled che Land; 
and died ſome in Priſon, and 
ſome on the Scaffold. 

F 26." The Dans being on 
the Coaſts with 200 Sait , - 
ing how their Confederates had' 
fped, and the great Preparations 
the King had made, after ſome 
ſpoils taken on the Coaſt of 
England , and Flanders, returned 
home , and never afcer infeſted: 
this Kingdom. Thongh' in im 
1o of this'King, there was a 
great Rumour of cheir freſh Pre-' 
parations for a' new Inyafion ;; 
which 
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which made him entertain a great 
number of Frenchmen , belides 
Nermans, which > he brought 
into England about Harveſt, and 
held the moſt - part. of them all 
the Winter to the great Charge 
of the Kingdom. . Bur-it came 
to nothing ; For the Wind held 
ſo long againſt the Daniſh Navy, 
conliſting of about 1 000 Sail, as 
it avert their intended As» 
cion, and freed both the King, 
and his Succeſſors from future 
Fears that way for ever aker. 

$ 27 The Forein Wars he 
had, were all about his Domis 
nions in France, and. raiſed by 
his own Son Robert, whom bebad 
left bis Leiutenane Governour of 
the m_y of Normandy, and the 
County of Mane, Where, by his 
E Fathers 
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Fathers Abſence, taſteing the 
Glory of Command, he grew to 
aflume into is own Power the 
Soveraign Rule of the Province ; 
cauſed the Barons there to do 
him Homage, as Duke, not as 
Leiutenatit ; and pur himſelf |, 
wholly under the ProteRion af 
the King of France who wasnoe 
a little pleaſed , to apprehend. ſo 
good an Occaſion ,” to foſter a 
Diviſion, in the Houſe of fo grear 
and near a Neighbour ; who was 
now grown fearful, and dan- 
__ to all che Princes about 

im ; and therefore ſpared for uo 
Colt ro ſet forward this Work. 
The King,” underſtanding the 
Fire thus Kindled in his own 
Houſe , whileft he laboured to þ.; 
quench that himſelf had made in 
| Others ; 
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* | Mhers ; haſts wich his Forces into 
. Normandy , to have {urpriſed hig 
* | Sow! Who, advertiſed of his 
2 | Coming, furniſhed wich $009, 
? | Men at Ars, . by the King of 

$ | France, pur himſelf in Ambuſh, 
f | where his Father ſhould pals, and 
| ſe.yuponhitn.o Firrcely,as he De- 
o 

a 


X | feiced moſt of his People; and in 
the' Preſs ed -t@. ©acquater 
wich hiesfelf 3 whora he unabor- 
IC Hed , and'wounded in the Aras 
25 | with his Lance EA 
Red role was his Facher, he - 
ro 4uc im noting gm" ger 


ardon an 5g his Offence , _ 
c King ſeciog in what Caſe he 
ealily graverd, and received 
i into Grace, with whom, 
d with his Son Wikem, ( who 
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was likewiſe hurt in the Skirmiſh) 
he retired to Roan, and after 
being there cured of -his Hurr, 
returned again into England. 

FJ 28. Where he was no ſoon- 
er arrived, but he heard, chat his | ' 
Son was 2gain Revolted, Treated 
the Normans ill, arid renounced 
his Father's Soveraignty over 
that Province ; which cauſed his | © 
little Seay in England for that time, | * 
but only to prepare for his Return{ . 
into N 


ormandy. Whither paſſing,| © 
-he was by Tempeſt driven, on 1 


: the Coalt "of Spain; ; and there is by 
ſaid to have Fought' in Batt in. 
-againſt the Souſns.  Aferwardg V 
arriving" at Bourdeawr , his Son ©* 
Robert came, and ſubirred him ©© 
ſelf the ſecond time'3/whom nc : 


he took with _ into ___Y 


1 
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o_ him to — nr a6 ience, 
y imploying him herefor a Sea- 
ſon ; 9%. 9. ſeat him back 
again, with his Youngeſt Son 
Harry, ( whom hemore truſted ) 
into Normandy ; where he held 
himſelf quiet 2 while, and gave 
his Father ſome ſmall Breathing 
time to diſpoſe of the Afﬀairs of 
this Kingdom. 
$ 29. But it was not long, 
ere new Occaſions of greater 
Troubles grew up : which took 


- | by this means. The two Prin- 


ces, Robert, and Henry, went to 
1] Vit and ſalute the King of France 
\pl at Comflans 3 where being feaſted 
certain Days, upon. an Afer- 
1 dinner, Henry wan ſo much at 
1 Chels of Louis the King's eldeſt 
| Son, that he grew ſo far into Cho- 
E 3 ler, 


54 © The Reiguaf' | 
ler, 2s ts called himthe Sonvf 
Baſtard”, and chrew the Chelsid 
his Face. Henry takes up the Cheſs 
board, and ſtrook 'Lows 'with 
that Foree ; as he' drew Rioud,. 
and had killed him , had-ic nar 
been for his Brother Robert , who 
came inn the mean time, | and 
interpoſed himlelf ; - n_ 
they ſuddainely rook Horſe, and 
with much a do ſaved -chenaſel- 
ves at 'Pamoiſe ſrom 'rhe- King | 
People , that purfoed them, ©: © 
F 30. This Quartet | 
upon the intermerting "of 
Princes, (which is a'thiagghar ſel 
dom breeds good Bloud:amongft 
them ) ' reinkitidled | a-( | Heat of 
more Rancor'in ce "and 
ſer a mighty Fire derween"the 
rwo Kingdoms j which made 


the 


' For pre- 
lencly the King ababoines dans 
grvondnar once, or ynatearbapurd 
Normandy, and takes:the Ciry of 
Vernon. The King of England ins 
vades France , FT ee Coun- 
trey on. Xaintoign,. and Poitos, 
| and returns to Roan ;; Where the | 

third ime hisSon Robert.is recon- "2 
ciled unto.him;which much diſap- : 
| pointeth, nndeiinicdinhs Kang of 
4 Who hereupon Sum- 
maqns:the King of Exgl.md,to come 
and do him Homage for the 
24.9 0 Which he 
reluſed to do ; (: , thathe 
held it of none, he —_ and 
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of Normandy, it would not fatis- 
fie the King of Frayce ; who was 
willing to make any Occaſion 
the Motive to ſet upon him : And 
again he invaded his Territories ; 
bur with more loſs than Profit. 
In the End they conclude a little 
unperſe&t Peace together ; which 
held no langer, than King 
William had recovered a Sicknels, 
' Whereinto by Reaſon of his 
Years, Travel, and Fartneſs, 
he was lately fallen. At which 
Time the King of France, (then 
Young , and Luſty) jeſting at 
his great Belly, whereof he ſaid 
he lay in at Roan; o irritated 
him, as being recovered, he ga- 
thered all his Forces, entred into 
France, in the Chiefeſt Time of 
their Fruits, and came even be- 
fore 
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fore Paris; ſpoiling, and ban 
all in his way : with Hear 
and Toil, he oy into aRelapſe, 
returned to Roan, and 

there made an End, ©" **: 
of his Wars, and Life, after he 
had held this Kingdom twency 
years and ten Months. 

S$ 31. Now conceraing his 
Government in Peace , and the 
Courſe he held in Eſtabliſhing 
the Kingdom thus gotten 3 firſt 
he examines the Engliſh Laws, 
which were then compoled of 
Mercbenlaze , Danelage, and Weſt- 
fazlage : "Whereof ſome he abro- 
gated, and ſome allowed , ad- 
ding other of Normandy ; cſpecial- 
ly luch, as made for the Preſer- 
vation of the Peace, which molt 


_ him co look unto: And 
thele 
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theſe Laws thus reformed he 
cauſed to be all Tranſlated, and 
and Written into the Norman 
Tongue ; hereby to draw the 
People of the Kingdom , to learn 
that Language for their own 
Need, that the two Nativas 
might the berrer grow together 
and become one ; ſeeing a dif- 
ference of Speech would continue 
a diflerence of Aﬀections. Whe- 
rein he artained not his Deſire ; 
nor ever was it in the Power of any 
Conquerour ſo to do, without 
the univerſal Extirpation of the 
Land-bred People: Who being (o 
far in number (as they were ) 
aboye the Invaders, both carry 
the main of the Language, and 
allo in few Years, make them to 
become theirs, _ that ſubdued 


them 
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William de firſt. * 
them. But yet upon chele bu 


rhus Eſtabliſhed by by prudent a. 


Prince,this free,and Fierce Nation, 
was {o well heid in Peace, and 
C_— as his Succeſſors, with 
ſome Abatement of Rigour, and 
Prerogative, have ever ſince con- 
rinued a moſt Glorious Sove- 
nty over. the lame. 
$ 32. And for thac he would 
be well, and certainly ſupplied 
with Treaſure, which his greac 
Wars and ' Entertainments requi- 
red', he took a moſt provident 
Courle for reforming the Fiſque or 
Exchequer', and the ordering, 
and raiſing of his Revenues; 
Endeavouring to make,and know 
the urmoſt. of his Eftate. And 
therefore he imployed a moſt diſ- 
creet Choice of Men to ſurvey the 
whole 
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60+ The Rejgnof— 
whole Kingdom, and to take the 
Particulars of his own, andevery 
Man's Abilicy, the yo_—_ and 
nature of Lands, and. Pofleſions, 
with the Diſcriptions, Bounds,and 
Diviſions of Shires, and Hundreds 
within the ſame. And this was 
drawn into oneBook,and brought 
into his Ararium, the Exchequer, 
(lo called of che Table, whereat 
the Officers ſate ; before termed 
the Talee) andthe ſame intitled 
Doomesday- Book. Liber Judiciarius, 
(laich Gervaſus ) the Judgement 
Book, that was to decide all 
Doubts concerning theſe Parti» 
culars. 

F 33. All che Forreſts, and 
Chaſes throughout the Kingdom, 
he took into his proper Poſlel- 
100, and exempted them , from 


being 
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William the Firſt, 
being underany other: Law; 
Rm Pleaſure, ro ferv 
Chmbes of Kings,'to recreate 
them after cheir ſerious LabSurs 
in the State;z- where none might 
preſume, to have'to do, and 
__ all Paniſhments, and Par- 
dons of \Delinquents were to be 
Diſpoſed by —_—_ abſolutely, 
and che fi omes 'abro- 
pared. And4 ke his Com- 
mand the more, he.encreaſed the 
Number of chem in all - parts of 
the Land ; and} on 'the' Souths» 
Coaſt diſpeopled the Coun for 
above thirty Miles ſpace ; 
of old inhabited Pollefſions 2 new 
&.; Inflitting great Puniſh- 
Hunting his Dear, 


whereby he much advanced his 


Reveneue : 


&o afſion; and Tiranny, 
Cities in his Governmenc. 
And the Game Courſe held almoft 


For Henry the farſt proceeded with 
{uch Violence; asro make # Law; 
that if any Man killed Ge Kings 


forfeit his Woods to! rhe Kings 
Bur King Stephen -having; noed 
of the Peopl repealed 
that Law: Kan in the End this 
Grievance, amongſt ochers, after 
much Bloodſhed m the Kingdom 
was allayed by the ng 
Forreſts , granted by-#enry HE 
per ny 
thoſe, which held them 

his Coming , to wes". rams 
quietly nr the w_ maner , _ 

to 


every King near the Conqueſt, 


Deer in his own Woods; he ſhould 
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took none; but-from ſuch , -as 
after his Poſſeſſion! ofthe Crown, 
Rebelled againſt him , or -were 
" in the Warg. 77 © 

4- He-im no new 
dv nb _ and wſed 
thoſe he found very: moderately: 
As Danegelt being a Tax raiſed by 
the former Kings,of rwo Shillings 
upon every Hide-Land, to main- 
rain the Wars againſt the Danes, 
he would not have it "Yelde an 
Annual payment, but only taken 
upon urgent Occalion : 
And ic was ſeldom ga- 
thered in his Time, or his Succeſ- 
lors. Scatayium, or , which 
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Levied, 
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64 The Reign 
Levied, but in Like Occaſions, for 
Stipends, and Donatives to Soul- 
diers. 

CF 35. Only one ExaRtion he 
he was forced to raile, to cure a 
Miſchief ; which aroſe by his 
Means. | In the begining of this | 
Reign, the Rancor ofthe Engliſh | | 
cowards the New-come Normans | ; 
was ſuch, as finding them ſingle ia || 
Woods, and remote Places, they | , 
ſecrerlymurthered them ; and the | , 

V 
K 


Deed doers, for any the ſevereſt 
Courſes taken, could never be 
diſcovered. Whereupon it was, 
ordained, that the Hundred, whe- 
rein a Norman was found (lain, andJ}j,, 
the Murther not taken, ſhould bef|,,; 
condemned go pay the King, ſome, 
thirty-ſix pounds,and ſome twenty, 
eight pounds, according to thef;: 


: Quantity 


William the Fiſt. 65 
Quantity of the Hundred. And 
this was done to the End , the Pu- 
niſhment , being generally infli- 
| ed, ir might parcicularly deter 
> | chem, and haſten the Diſcovery 
S | of the Malefaftor, by whom fo 
6s | many muſt otherwiſe be intereſ- 
| ſed. This Mult, and the ſeizing 
sf} into his Hands the Church Trea- 
a | ſure before-noted,, (though both 
Y | were done by the eſpecial com- 
© | manding Warrant of Neceſlity ) 
ﬆ& | were much taken to heart in the 
2ef Kingdom , both by the Clergy, 
a5} and Common People. 

ef YF 36. And yet otherwiſe was 
nd he to Cock very gratious, and be- 
beneficial. For upon petition made 
Kefunco him, he relieved the Op- 
preſſion of ſuch as were Tenants 
Flac will of their Lords, which were 
1ty F 2 


66 The Reign 6 
a very great Number, and ber - 
gan after this manner. All 
thoſe, who were diſcovered to 
have had a Hand in any Rebel- |. 
lion, and were pardoned, only | ] 
ro injoy the Benefit of Life, has | i 
ving all their Lively-hood takea | ] 
from them, became Yaſlails unto 
thoſe Lords, to whom the Pollel- | © 
ſions were given of all ſuch Lands, | n 
as were #orfeited by Atrainders. | a 
And if by their diligent Service f v« 
they could attain any Portion of F ( | 
Ground, they held it, but only fo 
long, as it pleaſed their Lords, 
without having any Eſtate for 
themſelves, or their Children 
and were ofcentimes mileral 
caſt out upon the ſudden, contray 
ry to Promiſe , upon any ſn 
Diſpleaſure. Wherewpon ix w 


- ordained 
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- ordained , that. whatſoever they 
had obtained of their Lords by 
any obſequious Service , ' of 
agreed for upon any Lawful 
Pa@, they. ſhould hold by an 
inviolable Law during their own 
Lives. 
$ 37- And. for the Clergy 
other than in this one A&, he 
| maintained all cheir Immunicies, 
, | and Priviledges, and they grew 
very much under hin. Bur this 
(it ſeems) was the Cauſe, thac 
made chem ſo much disfhgure his 
Worthinefs, and leave his Memase 
ry ia ſoblack Colours to Poſteri- 
ty, as they did, in delineating his 
Tyraany, Rigor, and Opprefhion ; 
when the Nature, and 
Diſpoſition of his Aairs do much 
& excuſe hin therein ; and ſhew 
| F 2 that 


6! [ be Rewn 0 
that he was, a Prince of a moſt 
aQtive Virtue ; whole Abilities of 
Nature were equal to his Under- 
cakings of Fortune, as preordai- 
ned for fo great a Work. And 
though he might have ſome Ad- 
vantage ofthe Time, wherein we 
often ſee Men prevail more by the 
Imbecilities of others, than their 
own Worth: Yet let thoſe Times 
| be well examined, his Strength 
. and Eminency ( if we take his 
juſt Meaſure, ) where of an 
exceeding Proportion. Neither 
wanted he thoſe Encounters and 
Concurrences of ſufficient able 
Princes ; his Neighbours, to put 
him to the Trial thereof ; having 
on one {ide the French to grapple 
withal, on the other the Dane, far 
mightier in People, and Shipping 
| - chan 
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than himſelf, ſtrongly ſided inthe 
Kingdom, as greedy to recover 
their former Footing here, as 
ever, and as well, or better pre» 
pared. 

I 38. But this name of Con- 
queſt ( which ever imports Vio- 
lience, and Miſery ) is of ſo harſh 
a ſound, and ſo odious in nature, 
as a people ſubdued ſeldom gives 
the Conquerour his due, tho' 
never ſo worthy : And elpecial- 
ly to a Stranger, whom only 
time muſt naturalize, and let in 
by degrees into their Liking 
and good Opinion : Wherein 
alſo this King was greatly advan- 
raged by reaſon of his twenty years 
Government, which had much 
impaired the Memory of former 
Cuſtoms in che younger ſort, and, 
E 2 well 


70 The Reign of 
well inuced the elder to the preſent 
Ulances and Form of State: Whe- 
reby the Rule was made more 
ealy tro his Sons, who tho' they 
were far inferiour to him in 
Worth, were a little better be- 
laved then he ; and the rather for 
that they were content ſomewhat 
to unwreſt the Sovereignty from 
the Height, whereunto he had 
ſtrained ir ; which: brought the 
State co a better proportion of 
Harmony. 
F 39. Of thole, who were 
the eſpecial Men of Employment 
in his Reign , time has ſhut us 
out from the knowledge of many 
it being in the Fortune of Kings, 
to have the Names, and M 
of their Counſellors ( like Rivers 
in the Ocean) Buried in theie 
Glory, 
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Glory. Yet theſe we find principal- 
ly mentioned in Stories. Firſt, Wil- 
liam Fitz: Oſborne Farl of Hereford, 
the eſpecial Mover and Counſel- 
lor of this Voiage of - England ; 
reported alſo to have furniſhed for- 
ty Ships at his own Charge for the 
Enterpriſe. 0do Biſhop of Bayeuz, 
and Earl of Kent, ſometimes his 
Viceroy in England ; and fees 
alſo to have managed the Finan- 
ces ; but of ſuch exceſſive Avari- 
ce, that he gathered fo mnch 
Treaſure, as he went abour to 
buy the Papacy ; and attempting 
to go to Rome about the fame, 
the King ſaid him at Home in 
a fair Priſon ; and excuſed the 
matter (upon Exclamation made) 
in this fore, that he only Impri- 
foned the Earl of Kent, not the 
ES Biſhop 
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Biſhop of Bayeux. Beſide he had 
Lanfranc, a Man of univerſal 
Learning, and an excellent 


Lawyer, Born in Lumbardy, who 


peradyenture might introduce 
ſomething of the Conſticutions of 
that Province, to the making up 
our Laws, which in many things 
ſecm to participate with theirs. 
And no doubr he had many 
otherselſe : For being of a ſtrong 
Conſtitution of Judgment, he 
could nor but be-ſtrongly furni- 
ſhed in that kind ; ſeeing ever 


weak Princes, have weak Sides; 


and our molt renowedKings have 
been beſt underler with Counſel, 
and happily ſerved with the 
ableſt Officers. 

F 40. He had a fair iſſue by 
Magd his Wife ; Four Sons, and 
Five 


William the Firft=iaary + 
Five Daughters. To Rebert his 
Eldeſt Son he left the Dutchy 

of Normandy ; to William the Kings * 
dom of England ; and to Henry 
his Treaſure, with an Annual 
Penſion of $000. pounds to be 
4} paid him by his two Brothers; 
| Richard, that was his Second Son, 
Died in his Youth, of a ſurfeit 
taken by Hunting inche New For- 
reſt, and began the faral Misfor- 
tune, that followed, of that 
place, by the Death of King 
William the Second , there lain 
with an Arrow ; and of Richard 
the Son of Robert Duke of Nor- 
mandy, that brake his Neck. His 
eldeſt Daughter Cicilia, became a 
Nun. Conſtance Married to the 
Earl of Britain ; Adela to Stephen, 
Earle of Bloys, who likewiſe be- 


eames 
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. came 2 Nuti. in her Age : ſuch 
was their great Devotion, and fo | 

| much were theſe Solitary Retire- 
ments affeCted in thoſe times, by | | 
the greateſt Ladies. Another was | , 
Afﬀanced to Alfonſus King off | 
Galicia ; who with ' the other Si- 

ter promiſed to Harold, Died 
before Marriage. | F 
F 41. Whar he was in thef 
Circle of himſelf, in his own con-f| , 
tinent, we find him of an even, c 
'or middle Stature , comely Per- 
ſonage, of good preſence, Riding, 
Sicting,or Standing,till his Corpu- 
leacy gathering upon him in his ,, 
latter Age, made him ſomewhat 
unwieldy ; of ſo ftrong a Conltj- 
tution , that he was never Sickly, 
tilt a few Months. before hb 
Death ; His Strength ſuch, as few 
Meg 
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* | Men could draw his Bow ; and 
? | being about Fifty One of his 
"| Age, when he ſubdued this 
/ | Kingdom, - it ſeems by his conti- 
c nual Actions, he felt not the 


Weight of Years upon him , till 
his laſt Year. 

$ 42. His Mind was no lefs 
excellently compoſed, and we 
©| ſee ir the faireſt drawn in his 
' Attions ; wherein his Mercy and 
»f Clemency {the brighteſt Scars 
"| in the Sphere of Majeſty) appea- 
? | red (next to his great Devotion) 
| above all his other Virtues, by 
the often pardoning , and recei- 
"| ving into Grace thoſe , who had 
forkeited their Loyalty, and moſt 
da Rebelled againſt 
hims :* Seeming to hold Submilſ- 
fion fatisfaftory for the greateſt 


Offence ; 
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Offence ; and that he ſought to 
extinguiſh Mens Eenterpriſes, but 
not themſelves. For we find, bur 
one great Nobleman executed in | 
all his Reign ; and that was the 
Earl Waltheof, who had twice }* 
falſied his Faith before : And 
thole, whom he had held Pri- 
ſoners in Normandy, as the Earls | 
Morcar , and Siward, with Wolf- Þ| 
nothus, the Brother of Harold, 
and divers others, upon Come 
paſſion of their Endurance , he 
relealed, a lictle bc:fore his 
Death. 

F 43- Beſides he was as far 
from Suſpicion as from Cowar- 
dize ; and of that Confidence 
( an eſpecial Note of hisMagnani- 
mity) has he gave Edgar, his 
Competicor in the Crown, the 


Liberty 


7 of this Court; and upor.. 
his, 374 ſent him well fur” 
ſhed coche Holy War ; where” 
he fo Nobly behaved *hinſel I, 
:1 | a5 he attained to great Eſtimari- 
\e | 92 with the Emperours of Greece, 
ce | 20d Amain *; Which might have 
1d | Þcen held dangerous in reſpet 
rj. | of his Alliances that way, being 
1; | Grand-Child ro Henry the third 
- Emperour. . But may be 
i4 | 25 well Virtues of te Time, as 
"| of Men; and fo the Age 2 
Ne | have part of this Comendation, | 


FLAN1 $ 


"Boots Printed for SAMUEL |; 
\KEBLE a the Turk-Head ml 
- Fleeftreer. | 


PICTETT Enchiridion : Or the moſt - 
Excelleme Morals of Epidtetus made; | 

ws - in a Poectical Paraphraſe. 
ory of che Bible Lively deſcribed in * 
120 Cats or Figures 1 28. , 

The Innocent Lady. | 

Degrees of Marriage, that which is Or- * 
derod to be had in all Churches. | 

Preparation to a Holy Life or Devo, 
tion for Families and Private Perſons by 
the Author of the Weeks 3" v4, 

A ColleQtion of Private Form of Prayers / 
out of the Common Prayer Book , tor 
Morning, Noon, and Night, and other ſpe 
cial Occations ; being in a different Method | 
from any former : By the Author of the 
Weeks Preparation to the Sacfterent. To-' | * 
gether with the Holy Feaſt and Faſts, as || | 
they are obſerved in the Church of Exgland || ' 
Explained, and the Reaſons why they are || ! 
yearly Celebrated. 

A Table to all che Epiſtlesand Goſpels in |} / 
the Book 'of Common Prayet, ſo that you |} / 
may Find any Text of Scripture, being |} * 
contained in them. This may be put | 
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in your Common Prayer Book withoat new 
binding. 
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them according to Nature as alſo ro Per- 
ſet Nature by the Subtllty of Art, which 
as never ound outs Bury His Grace the 
Dake 
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